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Earthquake Magnitude Scale

Magnitude

2.5 or less

25t05.4

55t06.0

6.1t0 6.9

7.0t0 7.9

8.0 or greater

Earthquake Effects Estimated Number
Each Year
Usually not felt, but can be 900.000

recorded by seismograph.

Often felt, but only causes 30.000
minor damage.

Slight damage to buildings 500
and other structures.

May cause a lot of damage in 100
very populated areas.

Major earthquake. Serious 20 Significant
damage. damage

Great earthquake. Can totally
destroy communities near the  One every 5 to 10 years
epicenter.
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Liquefaction Hazard Zone - potential for liquefaction
- during shaking if ground water is less than 20 feet
from ground surface

Landslide Hazard Zone - potential for landslides during
. shaking. These zones either have slopes between 20
and 30 degrees or are areas of previous landslides.
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